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Dear Life Scout: 

     Congratulations on achieving the rank of Life Scout.  In anticipation of a smooth transition to the rank of 
Eagle, certain key dates and order of events need to be in compliance with BSA policies.  Below are some 
essential dates and organizational tools which will help you prepare for your Eagle Scout Service Project 
Approval, or your Eagle Scout Rank Board of Review.  Please keep this letter for future reference. 

Prior to your Project Approval: 

Ask yourself:   

1. Does my project provide a benefit to the community? Be prepared to explain how.  Remember, this is a 
service project, not necessarily a construction project. 

2. Does my project provide me with an opportunity to demonstrate leadership? Be prepared to explain 
how it meets this requirement. 

3. Can my project be done safely? 
 Be sure to: 

 Use the MOST CURRENT Eagle Scout Service Project Workbook (at the creation of this letter it was 
#512-927 2014 Edition—however it must always be the newest version).  This is the form that must be 
used for your Eagle Scout Service Project. 

 Complete the Fundraising Application if you are raising funds or requesting material donations of any 
kind.  Note: If at any time during your project you determine a need to ask for funds or material, this 
must be done PRIOR to any funding requests.  Submit your Fundraising Application along with a 
detailed list of individuals and businesses to be solicited to the Eykamp Scout Center at least two full 
business weeks prior to approaching any individual or organization for financial support for your project, 
including material donations. Failure to do so could negate your entire Eagle Scout Service Project. 

 Please complete the Contact Information page in the Eagle Scout Service Project workbook. 

 Complete all sections of the Project Proposal to the best of your ability.  Be thorough. 

 It is essential you come prepared with these hand written signatures: 
1.  Candidates Promise (that is you) 
2.  Unit Committee Approval 
3.  Unit Leader Approval 
4.  Project Beneficiary Approval 
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Prior to your Eagle Scout Board of Review: 

 Complete the Eagle Scout Rank Application and present your completed application to the Eykamp 
Scout Center at least 2 full business weeks prior to the night of your Board of Review, for verification of 
dates, merit badges, etc. (8.0.3.0 – 4 in the Guide to Advancement states that a board of review may 
not occur until after the local council has verified the application.) 

 Arrive on time (early is best). 

 Complete a Statement of Ambitions and Life Purposes page. (Application Requirement 7).  Let us know 
what your plans and your vision of your future are, to the best of your ability.  

 Secure letters of recommendation from at least three people, and follow up with them to assure they 
return them in a timely manner.  It is suggested you do this at least 3 business weeks prior to the 
evening of your Board of Review to allow time for people to respond and for these to be processed. 

 Complete the Expenses section of the workbook and include a copy of any letter sent out to solicit 
fundraising for your project. 

 Suggested to include before and after photos of your project. 

 If you deviated in the scope of your project, please note that on page 2 of the Project Final Plan. 
 
 

I’m sure you’ve learned along your path, that it is often helpful to learn from the mistakes of those who have 
blazed the path before you. I hope you find these tips helpful as you look toward the highest peak. On behalf of 
Buffalo Trace Council, I congratulate you on your accomplishments so far, and wish you well as you strive to 
attain the highest honor you can earn as a Scout. Good luck, Scout. 
 
Yours in Scouting, 
 
 
 
 
Gael Cooper 
Advancement Chairman 
Buffalo Trace Council 


